84                     THE EMPTY QUARTER

the first well of the Jabrin basin proved to be 25 miles on and
the important watering of Bir 'Aziz in the Jaub itself was
said to be about two days' march to south-east of our present
camp. Here and there an isolated sand-dune stood up out
of the gravel, across which ran the camel-paths pointing the
way from the Jafura pasture-grounds to the Birkan watering,
which we should seek on the morrow.

We resumed the march earlier than usual in the morning
to come to the water as soon as possible and ambitiously
hoping to make Jabrin itself before nightfall. We had been
marching for a quarter of an hour when the sun rose out of a
little pool of light on an almost sea-like horizon. With the
sun came quite a thick haze over the distant sands On our
left hand, but out on the plain the air was clear and dry. At
times we had glimpses of the sands afar off to the north-west
and in front of us where their line curves round to a promon-
tory known as Sula' al Haml. But most of the time we
marched over an unbroken desolation, where the sands had
receded for good on both sides.

A brisk breeze from the south-west served to keep us cool
and Salih was again to the fore in praise of the greater beauty
and charm of his own country. If you saw it, he said, you
would indeed wonder. It was inhabited of old by Bani
Hilal and it was of their guns I spoke yesterday. The place
is called Sirra, and I will conduct you there next year if God
wills, but you should bring an engineer with you to see it.
Perchance there may be gold there for the hills are all red.
Also in Dhafra there are bones and other remains, they say,
of a great battle in old times between the Persians and Bani
Hilal. And you shall stay with my people as long as you
will; ay, and I will find you a girl to wed, and one also for
Zayid. But the conversation flagged somewhat. We were
all getting father tired of this stage of our journey.

Soon after midday, however, the country began to show
signs of breaking up in wide shallow saucers with some slight
vegetation including the Dhumran. A little further on the
undulations became more marked, and yet a little while later
the surface shelved down rapidly, but easily, to a vast shallow
basin whose hither fringe was guarded by a line of sandy